Heyn 2

Text: Matt 28:1-10  Easter Sunday 2015

The Garden of Glory



      I. Glory of power.




      II. Glory of grace.

Dear fellow redeemed,
Introduction: Gardens can be a beautiful thing. Think about such gardens as Hollis Gardens at Lake Mirror, the Bok Tower Gardens in Lake Wales or Cypress Gardens in Winter Haven. If you’ve been to any of these places you know they’re magnificent, aren’t they? Flowers of every variety from around the world. Trees budding, lush green lawns, crepe myrtles and trumpet trees, roses and azaleas, citrus and magnolia. The whole place is bursting with life. None, though, compares in beauty, though, with the garden that we see in our text for today. People have called it Joseph’s Lovely Garden. Today, as we complete our Lenten sermon series, From Garden to Glory, let’s visit that amazingly beautiful, fruitful garden- so beautiful because Jesus is no longer buried there, but risen. And so it’s the Garden of Glory. A glory of power and a glory of grace. 
I. [Glory of power.] The Gospel writer John gives us the details of this garden, Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there (John 19:41-42). This was perhaps a very beautiful garden - full of flowers and life! And yet this was no ordinary botanical garden, because in the garden was a tomb and so this botanical garden was also a cemetery. As with our cemeteries of today, amidst all of those beautiful flowers which proclaimed life, death was present.

It is to this place of death that the women were headed on that first Easter day. They surely overlooked the flowers the bushes, and trees, because they had come in sadness to finish the job of giving Jesus a proper burial, and so only death was on their minds. But it’s not what they found. Matthew records for us in his 28th chapter what took place, “After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. There was a violent earthquake, for the angel of the Lord came down from heaven, and going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men” (verses 1-4).
What an amazing display of power in this garden cemetery! A violent earthquake as (it seems simultaneously) an angel entered into our world. One of the mighty princes of heaven—so powerful as to toss the stone away from the tomb like a toy, so fearsome that battle-hardened soldiers dropped in sheer fright. 
But why? Why all of this commotion? Matthews account continues, “The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: “He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.” Now I have told you” (verses 5-7). 
This earthquake, this angel, the rolling back of the stone. It’s all for one purpose. That those who came to this place of death might see for themselves that death has been defeated. Jesus had truly died - the angel tells them he knows who they are looking for, “Jesus who was crucified.” His lifeless body had lain in the tomb since Friday. The soldiers had been there the whole time guarding the tomb. But then the miraculous happened! His body grew warm again. His eyes fluttered open. His lungs filled with air. This garden of death burst forth with life! And we’re not just talking about a few flowers coming into bloom - Jesus who was crucified has risen from the dead and so defeated death!

What power we see in our Savior’s resurrection! What power we see in our Savior! On the cross, Jesus had set aside the full use of his rights and privileges, and even the full use of his power as God, to suffer and die. But having risen from the dead, he began to make full use of his power as God once again. This is called his state of exaltation. Returned to His state of exaltation, he passed through the walls of the tomb with his body—invisibly, wondrously, gloriously. In his state of exaltation he is no longer confined to the laws of physics. And so the angel did not remove the stone from the tomb to let Jesus out. He opened the tomb so that the women and others could see for themselves that Christ had truly risen. The Bible says that now God has “appointed him to be head over everything” and that he “fills everything in every way” (Eph 1:22,23). What glorious power!
But for what purpose? For whom did He defeat death? It was not merely for himself; He wasn’t a magician doing a cool magic trick as He dies and comes back to life three days later. He defeated death on behalf of those who were destined for it by their sins – you, me, and the entire human race. The angel with his power made an impression in a certain garden and only on a handful of people. But Christ Jesus, by His power, encompassed and swallowed up death for everyone throughout the world including all that came before him or will come after him. This is our hope. Now, as Jesus says, “He who believes in me will live, even though he dies” (Jn 11:25). And so the glory that radiates from that garden is not just a glory of power, it is also a glory of grace. 
II. [Glory of grace.] What do we mean by this? We mean this is a glory in which we see God’s undeserved love for sinners. We see it most prominently in the comfort He brings. Death can be frightening. We fear for what will happen to our children after we die, the pain we may experience before death, and the medical costs to our families. We fear that moment of crossing into death itself. We tend to look back and size up our lives. Did we do well? Did we do everything we could have? Did we leave behind us a rose garden or a path of destruction? I know that my life has at times been anything but pretty. And so death becomes truly dreadful because the divine judge can see that – He can easily uncover piles and piles of guilty sin left in our wakes. 

But in the resurrection we see that Christ’s payment for our sins has been accepted because His Father raised Him from the dead. In the resurrection we see that even death itself no longer has any power for those who are in Christ. And we see this comfort in gentle way  the angel speaks to the women of our text. Consider what pains the angel took to alleviate the women’s fears. He cared nothing about the quaking soldiers. He showed them no concern at all. But he reached out to the women in the gentlest, friendliest way and told them, “Do not be afraid.” 
And the gentle comfort continues. As the women are on their way, from out of nowhere Jesus meets them. Does he appear threatening to them? Just the opposite. He comes to them in a familiar, friendly way. They can even run up and embrace him. Listen again: “So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. ‘Greetings,’ he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me’” (verses 8-10). 
Did you catch what Jesus calls his disciples? “Brothers.” Even after Peter had betrayed Him and it seems that most of them had doubted or forgotten about His promises to rise from the dead, He still calls them His brothers. Even after we’ve sinned against Him in the innumerable ways we have. He came to take the punishment for our guilt away by his death on the cross. His resurrection is proof that he succeeded. Now, to all who put their confidence in Jesus, there is only friendliness, love, goodness, grace, kindness, and generosity from God. Past sins are no longer dredged up or thrown in our faces. They are gone, forgiven. And where there is forgiveness, there is also eternal life. Jesus is living proof of it. Jesus is living proof of God’s grace. 
And the best part are still here with us and for us today. The resurrected Jesus still comes to us in such familiar ways—through the voice of a pastor speaking God’s Word, through the gentle splash of simple water and a promise in Baptism, through the tangible evidence of his body and blood under a mask of simple bread and wine in his Supper. Through these means we may cling to him in faith as the women did that first Easter morning. We may be assured that he is with us, that we are forgiven, and that we won’t have to die alone. 
Gardens can be a beautiful thing. Trees budding, lush green lawns, crepe myrtles, roses, magnolia, and that’s just the start. But look to the garden in which our Savior was laid to rest. See the power and grace of His resurrection. But your hope in this power and grace. Know that He rose from the dead for you. For your comfort. It truly is a Garden of Glory. Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Amen.

